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Physiological Function and Regulation Mechanism
of Galactinol Synthase in Plants

CONG Qing, CHENG Long-Jun” , YANG Ning
(State Key Laboratory of Subtropical Silviculture, Zhejiang A&F University, Hangzhou 311300, China)

Abstract Plant galactinol synthase ( GolS) is the key enzyme in the synthesis of raffinose ( RFO)
oligosaccharides biosynthesis pathway by providing activated galactosyl groups for RFO oligosaccharides in
higher plants. Genes encoding GolS protein belongs to the subfamily of glycosyltransferases 8 ( GT8) gene
family. RFOs, the final product of biosynthesis pathway in which GolS were involved, is an important
form of carbohydrates in high plants. They are characterized as compatible solutes, assisting in osmotic
adjustments as well as in membrane stabilization. Galactinol, the direct product GolS catalyze, and
raffinose can scavenge hydroxyl radicals to contact the accumulation of reactive oxygen species ( ROS)
under stress conditions. Therefore, GolS play important roles in transport and storage of carbon, response
to biotic and abiotic stress conditions and desiccation effects during seed maturation. Gene structure and
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expression pattern of different GolS results in large different function for them. However, it is very

important to characterize structure of GolS and their expression patterns in different tissues and to various

environments. And, to elucidate molecular regulation mechanisms of different GolS also can provide

theoretical support for the application of GolS to improve the economic traits of crops through genetic

engineering or molecular-assisted breeding. In this paper, the physiological function and regulation

mechanism of GolS gene in plants in recent years were reviewed.
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1,11 28+, 1345 GAUT ( galacturonosyl transferase ) .
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S 4R 5 H ( plant glycogenin-like starch initiation
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HCAREME LT . GolS BR T & GT8 FK kL
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UDP-galactose

D FURA LA, i UREE SUBE S AL UDP-~
FUBE (UDP-gal ) FAILIES S5 I A8 i, - LA 2 aod A
THES B AU R B LI R 70, PR
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Galactinol
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—— NN
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1 1 \
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synthase 7 H \‘
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1
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= = % Material cycle
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Fig.1 Biosynthetic pathway of RFOs in plants

* means raffinose family oligosaccharides, and it consists mainly of

Raffinose, Stachyose and Verbascose. They are all synthetized by the addition of one to three galactosyl groups to a molecule of

sucrose. Activated galactosyl determines molecular number of RFOs, which is supplied by galactinol. Thus, galactinol synthase that

synthesizes galactinol becomes the key rate-limiting enzyme in this process

GolS HAFTE TIFALMAEY ', 7E RFOs R4 5%
WA A & HEE AR R T
GolS FEM B A H 22 3K, kb A 10 4
GolS M Hp Il 7 A S A 3
A AR 4 A KRR A 2 AP b
( Brassica napus ) F1H ¥ ( Nicotiana tabacum ) W1 435
S 20 ANFT 9 AN A ] B 2 A5 (9 GolS [+ A
SERE AR H LA AN [A] 9 4 40 R B 28 SRk e e bk 1R
INANIA] GolS HE R AL 51 7] e A AN [ Y DI BE

HE B 5 (Ajuga retans) 754 2 4> GolS A
GolS1 F1 GolS2 , 53 3AE M J AN [R] R 35 | GolS1
TEMF R 235, GolS2 TE ) Jz B9 A1 it Hh e 1k
PRI R M, GolS1 FE 65T RFOs EY &
JEAIEAF T GolS2 W 2255 RFOs 1) Bz ke 2k

o, 7135 RFOs R a2 ; 75 711 ( Lycopersicum
esculentum) T LeGolS1 TEFP T g7 Rk, S5Fh7
Aot i v 0 B K TR 32 2 B0 AR OG5 N R nh
( Coffea arabica) FH) 3 A~ GolS [RIFEAFFE L 413k ik
RS, CaGolS1 Sy R4 S B ek BE Y 78 oM 20
LUNIARRIR, CaGolS2 FEAENRFL R Jr h R ik,
{HRIRIRE AT CaGolS1, CaGols3 NI TEAL AR
FoR AR R TR ZE R AR L Tt AR Y

KDY MARAE Y GhGolS FEAEM R 462y
FIRGAELT e rh 23k, HoE e AR 2, W 7R i
BENTEMAE T, F e m B k7 B rh B s
YEH . 2434 ( Populus alba X grandidentata ) ' Pax
gGolSIT WA AT Z=5 1, LA KB 11 224
AR SE 5T (Lens culinaris) Y LeGolS2 1F
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FAESG 24 d Bk 3R KRR K, BURs FlF i A 1F
ATEACIRES 5 LeGolS1 TR B A SR, B
IRFR P K TR RS LeGolST A3 A 5E
H1) CsGolS1 1932 35 M) 5 4 ZR AR IR (1 5 5 40 12 °F-
1, W7 HE 5 0 R A AR B 3R 2 ML ) 28 00 A 6
GolS 25 4 B IUEE 2 ZUME LT FAR T W5 ZE A 4 o
HATZHIEE, X TP GolS LA 1 5 2H ZURNIN 25 3
IR SEPER 22 5% PTRESE R T R X R I e Y 2 4
PETAESEL A HTE B

3 NEFIEESENEYFIIR

VE R HRFHESS AW A B SC B, GolS FEHIY)
H T & FE I D RERSOR R 2 B 56 1, SR B, AT
TS 5N Re, fEAE Y KR b
e 17 Bk A7 Rz i b BRI & DL SO R (E
St G A W) A o R R T A T AR R I Y
i,
3.1 HEE¥IMEE S AW IE 4 Y ik B R &
RI1EFH

JRUE RFOs FEAEY) A A BE E S R AR G
H AR AT i PR AT 4R R BR3P 8
RENEIH ABERE W F )2 K R e A VR
[, RFOs AE4) & B IS LR = ZLBE A1 RFOs
HORTREAVE R H Al 2k F 2 5 R A th 5L
B X EEHE R RFOs 7E A 4 AE A 4 306 55 T 52
TR T HEMMEM, Hik, /E8 RFOs A BUK
SRR GolS , TEAEA: 390 52 i 17 7 TG A9 A7F 9 e e
ZHNEM,
3011 B F AR AL A aka
R, GolS T2 5PN+ 5 &k m iR
T SEARAE i R A e 1, ZEHL RS T, AtGol ST I
AtGolS2 =% T F S iR 5T, AtGolS3 TEARIR T T
SRR Y AtGolS2 AE S FE % v e 23k 1T L)
I 1 38 R A A P L 2 LB RO R )
R R T TR A 0 RIS KRR 2 i
Fik AtGolS2 , FTFET A T 1 v e Jk DX e o 17 el
R th GmGolS o3k B R fE
BB U B i, (AR AR IR PR B ) K
3802 R Y BhGolS1 5 ARG | i &
RSP R BT R 58 11 0 FESH I SmGolS1 Al
SmGolS2 H& P # ik Z & I M iE T WA W
AmGolS FEH BB HARI . T2 AR Iha SE prifs =, )
ST T A AmGolS B DR s 5 DR A bk B FE i
FIRR AR R BRI Z AN, FET A A R R A

H (RIR SR GOLS # sk # w1 23 Nk
WIHEH CaColS1 1 CaColS2 AEE: Wi F 5% S /K ST+
B OBERIRIY TsGolS2 e HHE A S g F At Ak
REMGHE R M R I ERPE T L W, KRR Y GolS
A R N U E | YAt 7/ BUR: - AR v € = 1 S
HBHH | GolS F RIAEA ) (1) A A 400 300 35 g 1o, o e 4%
THEW EEMNIIRE, £ 2 H 0] RE R BCEEY St
WPERREE ST T,

bR 72500 T 5 S A R A AR AR Y
Wi AN BIF9E 30 2 B, GolS 25 4 i i L~ L b
A PR A2 5 TP LA /hhE, &
IIREH R 2 JE B Hy SE 10 7 R 06 P 4, PR3 4 it ot
JEELOT R 284 ((methyl viologen, MV ) &b B4l B
IR, AtGolS FER BRI T T+, 1 3R iE AtGolS1
5% AtGolS2 WIAE KRN, RFOs 1 R B /K- 42 5, F ik
T8 N AR ) BE T G i, AR R A 405 AR G X
FER KB T8 Mg G e AL I T, CaGolS1,
CaGolS2 FKiktt Ft i, WUEEF ZLWE B FAR 05 & =
R, WEEUER AT EA TEER R A 3 R A
35 | R B AL I BE ST, HEIT 15 CaGolS 5 35&
PRRR BE S HRHTIE A 1 3 5 DR 7 s ) Ak 3, 4
EAEYI AR Y ELE N R

AR BFFEIE R IR, GolS W] RETEA Y T 4 s
oy o 7 P R A T AER . /A2 TaGolS3 W] LI
LR ZnCl, F1 CuCl, 515 3R1K, FIET, Slm
IEHit R Ik TaGolS3 HIFEFE, H ROS W BRAE 1 . BT
ST Tt 0 A R TR 1 A B R, TN
(MDA) & 5 FEAK, $& 7 1% 5k PR e Al P %) 58 4 ) oy
T TR A2 S H AT BB
3.1.2 A ¥ paa T IUEE F SUAE A B A B
Qg o-FRdEAuE VRN EES S E R
B PSS i i oy Ll 1S S S 4 Wl 73 T B
Y FOTTE . WFIE K B, AS TR R 3E AR ) 35 358 i) o7 o) 7
W FEAE A TR A5G SR X GolS BIJRPEAE . X7
% VoGolS1 HEAT 434, & B VvHsfA2 FR i 1 (K]
FRegs LR 7 L, Z iR &AM
VoGolS1 13k | DT 4 i 2= LA LS 55 o ok i i
o T 3 DAl A R R BT R R A RS T
AtGolS1 32 PG s sk N1 AtHSF3 P45 ) ik —
AT IR K B, LR ST H ) AtGolS1  AtGolS2 KK
() ZmGolS2 JA 3l ¥ L #R & A 5 PPN 45 A 19 it
KXAEM T/ HSE, b Hsf3A A5 1T #U R I X 46
T3S A T 2 B ZmGolS2 76T 57 T3
RS0 R B T 2 B N IR 45 A, 6 57
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ZmDREB2A 384514 A1GolS3 TERIRBES T, %
DREBIA/CBF3 8 #2, #& & %% e K 20 40l JF
Hh #I8 DREB1A EWE 155 AiGolSs HYZRIR , 3 28
HSULHH DREB LTI ES 5 T GolS Ay,
17K AE Y OsGolST AEARIR T HYZRIK I U5 CBF
ToXe , HAZ OsMybd HIFEF ™

GolS Ja 8 ¥ FBR T & A $Be 1 T/ HSE i
KW TC DRE/CRT FIARM I BT LTR 25 | i
KINA R R & R i N oG/ ABRE, $278 ABA A
REZ 5T GolS BIFBWFE  F KT,
S 5T R ZmGolS2 HhJErh 2 4~ ABA Wi i
19 ZmABIS Fl ZmVP1 3 1 BAF K 58 i 4 5 A
(1), 578 ABA FEIZIER (R ol e v k4% T EEAE
™Y eI B B BhGolS1 3 R A H s 3h 7
FA w-box L JCHF, ABA 5% (1) WRKY #%5 5%
5, AT DAAE sk S8 0 = A oo S B AR O A AL
JoE SR BN 3 [FIAE I GolS JE PR 7E LS|k A= 3
Bame i AT REVE A ABA {55 B9 T i 45 BB -0k &
FEAER™ S ARG R A2 i) £ dd e g PR
VaERF092 A figi# i X WRKY %% 5% [ 789 )8 # , i

S GolS HEN Rk, M TRkt 2 5 1
GolS [,

WAL, 5 A e AR R I R dE A i s i aa T
GolSs PRI ] LU id i N 2 - OR BE 1Y% 5% 5 I 4a 05 =X
A PR A e SR 2 S B X R A 4 35 455 TR ) g
B SR T GolS N IR JH A & 2k
3.2 AEEHEFLHEE SETEEY £ W IR I A B Y
ER

GolS MY Z Sy ) AE A=Yy ia , 7ELE Wy e
M R & ¥ R AE L 7E 85 R ( Cucumis
sativus ) T, 2R (0B PR B ( Pseudomonas chlororaphis)
06 /ST S R G PP (Induced systemic
resistance, ISR) 5 CsGolS1 [ 7= ¥ LEE - FUME 4%
YIFAZE B RAEBEI B ( Corynespora cassiicola ) 1R %
RAERFRIHTILAS /BT, 06 At B 1) A8 B AR X X6 1
RERE i b CsGolS1 B IA FLEE - ZL0E H 1Y
THNAZR, MR TR CsGolST 1E3E fin e &
PRUREL R A oA JTLSEF LW 5 £ 1 () B, 1 0 1 X
WK#E I ( Botrytis cinerea ) F1HE KR 3C KW ( Erwinia
carotovora)) LAY GTYE . ANt o LB > ZLBE
REME 75 ¢ A8 W B 180 A G JE 1A, A PR1a, PR1b A1
NIACST LR 1 3RIK T4 i 1 R s B A e e 1y ¢
P BE BB TR, XD GolS WAL 06 45
A4 ISR 38 1 SR AR ( Jasmonate , JA ) #6164 43 I8

PRSI TEM D B RIE AtGolS3 1,
T PTG KT R VR P R T % i 5 0 1
WAt e 1P, 25 R ( Camellia sinensis ) F1 4 Ht
( Populus trichocarpa X deltoides ) "1 HJ GolS i iIF B
RENR N 3 HL R GE 2 XS GolS 2 5 4 Yy iy
I IE A Z B FR AR UEW , GolS A 7]
RETEAE Yy i3 w107 v o 473 80 1 e ), LA
PLHME S — 2B TRAWTIE
3.3 GolS EMFREIAKFEFR HHIEFA
RELAY R TTE LGS B rh, s 225 —
ARG SR BER R, R, BT BEK I A2 1
( desiccation tolerance , DT) Xt #h 7 1% 1 R B A
FEAEHSY . RFOs Bk W 2ERh 1 Bk i 52 20 2 v
RAE T EEAER i RFOs 767 i K i 72
YER B & AR T GolS W) ik, M 2% ( Brassica
napus) 17K 3 1] , i =15 0 K 9505 10 5 1 4H L
B, R, BnGoLS-1 K&K #3515 i 3 7 it
K FAR—Z, 5/ HH BnGoLS-1 5l AR F- 14 55
WEFERD UK b &4 T EZAER , S50 FEE
PR T A O S WU B Y & 5 b7 T 1 22 1]
KARM, B GolS 1Y H A= WU F FLBE 51
FEO0 A AR AEAH G E — 20 A UL OT gols2 Al
gols1 \gols2 XUFEABKEK , 45 SR W] | 52 AR PR T~ v UL B
LU T FERY A, S ECR 7 05  A AR R
JRA T rp LS FUME 2R B S AR
HYIFF R ATRIbRED ™ o X R, LR ZURE
F RFOs —#F, W a] DI B B AP ), 2670 75K
A FE RPN Bl R B DR E . JE WG S ( Cicer
arietinum) Y CaGolS1 F1 CaGolS2 1E 4 a5+ Fh -+
Rk, ATLGE AR U AR BRI AT 4™
A B SRR B P T TS R R Y X
— AU, GolS TERH 1 it /K i P vh & 4% A9 A ]
LM, GolS BZ5 TR Fryw L, o
FURBL, AR TR 81 A, AiGolST #Y KR
e, i HL 2SR argolsl F1 AtGolS1 Tk 3 M
PRAR RN A ZE R, X LEERIR W, A1GolS1 FE 7T
FHE R RS T FORTE DY AAE R T
FRIKERTTY ( Thellungiella salsuginea) f¥) TsGolS2 , H1 g
Fi v e B DA AR R T R P 38 B O WA R 19 Kk 2
BRI Z AN, AE SR IT P KK ZmGoLS2 F]
DAISR R 6 g R ZERE Y R i R R
H RTRIY GolS AR DI REWAT IR H R B 22 57
S B HTBOR I Z I BFTEIN R, GolS TERN i
I A R A% T AR B A B AR B A
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FASHEY 1 GolS X AT R B i B U T IR I A &
BB, XF 7 A8 (Pisum sativum) A 758 B9 F
RRI, M TR E LT, GolS 1S RFOs 1Y
TrEAWI R ER, EFA AT R F R
KM, GolS F SEAR I /K - 5 4 T W5 1) 5 e AH S PR
FEH N H I, X GolS 7E R Tk B MIB & it 12
W D REATY 5 B AR — 28 IR T LA B

3.4 GolS EEM A EAThEE

YN T H e A SRR AT, 2
XFE R B G R AR W AT I A A R A T
B TVER 2ot R ERX A S R P T EE A A
G KRS SRR R 4% T EEAE A R, R
AT RIS A Y S, GolS B 5 T MW
RPN EAL =2 I A s A Bl fE . A ST
T TERYIM R A 2 A4S RFOs JiE 1 AN AL T
DI A7 1 AR TR P s i e, X 2
ANPEIE BRI FH I & 4502 AN TR] GolS LR 21 21
RS PER IR BT o e 1, R A R GolST FE R
WA Ik, B 5 RFOs U4 W, i RFOs #EFTIE
FE 51T GolS2 W) 3 & AE 1) Bz ¥4 1] 240 i v 3% 35, 1 5%
RFOs Ay 2% 3k fiig '™, §HKH, CmGASL )5 31 F
5619 GUS JEAE R ST R B v ) 2 BEAE /N
(kb AT 23k, 5 AR EHR b &2 #E1 RFOs
BRI M o BE R — 80 1 H GolS &
SRR AF R i d SAREA E R R [
f, GolS 25 HHEI A7 A1 43 e 28 AT LACAR YR A 4
JHLRE (14 B A3 RN 2854, T R A6 A AR HE P 1 AR T v
RAE—mE R,

BAEWIT R, FLE GolS KaPH 254 S vk 548
YIRAE T (A5 FT (194 B B 8 4 — 30, AR TEfe
T e il o e a O I BRSBTS 2 S T
GolS X ELFEI, FF AL 23 32 B BRI ], A8 X
FRpik 1) 3 28 15 e 1 194 D DR AT S 3 48 EUAS HE B
GolS Z 5 R 1= 7E — & B I vl g S5 A %
5y TR AR BARRN

4 EFES5RE

GolS &5 WM T 2 & B 42 0 = S5 A )
JREf . BRTIAFSE R iZas 1 AR ™= P L
LU AR PR 2 25 T YRk 1L
VI A7 32 i R 00 A= 5 A A Wt 5 1 3
o AT G 2 R B A Y2 i, B R
ALY A BB T BB E— 2 R R, BT,
XF GolS BIINRAIANE 2T . Bi4n, GolS 25 il

B SHYNAL TR Z AR B AFTEEAE, GolS
AR P WU~ LB H AR Bl SRR R 11 D ik [+
WY B Y IR, 2 58I A7 5 i ey S5
WA EAN, SR AR R AR5 0r 1245 4 o 1 A
AL, LU BA AN RIDIRERHE R GolS 7573+
PR B2 B A RS RAF . I L8 TR AT
I, BERGTE TR AYJZ 100 b 1 i A [FIAEY) o AN TH] GolS
[t R AR A DI REAN A AL , Oy 308 2ok g A% TR el
BB RSB, I GolS 2 RAE Y 48 D Mtk 4 1t
M SR
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